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HISTCRICAL SKETCE

Facts concerning the mariy history of the Nalson Congregation are hard to
come by, ‘Bubk the earliest records indicats that an early burial in the CEMELENY Wasd
2 Mra, Melaren who died while her husband was absent ab the wer of b TP 2
There is a tembstone in Palermo cemetery dabing haeck to 1812 so it may be assumed
that the Nelsan Cemetery was Dagun about the pams time, There is also 2 stone 3o
bhe cemelery to the memory of a WMiss Basteds dating baek to 1817, The first ser-
vics was held &b Palermo in 1812 and rio doubt the services Began at: Helson-at about
the zame time,

Elder Case, a famous Saddle Bop Frescher, appears to be the first mird ster,
His cirenit ran from the Thames River (now London) slong the Goverrment Foad to
Dundss and then along Dundas Strest to Unddy York (now Torombe) and thence up Yonge
Street to Lale Simcoe, Prior to 1828 the records make mention of z elreuit composed
of Munre's Schosl, Palermo, Froudfootts Hollow, Melson, Trafalgar sod ¥lton, This
would indlcabe that the Saddls Bap Preachérs were ceginndng o disappear and a more
setlled Mirnistry had bemm,

In 1880 & deed of land for one acrs wWa§ given by Moses Melay to the Trusbees
ol Lhe Methodist Epdscopal Church, and thare must have veen a further aconisition of
Landy -since-the pragent Churoh and Cemeteryr-oneupy alolb S acres o1 e - THE
Unived Chureh Aredives indicste thet o degd of land was recorded in 1209 and another
~n- 1830 Tor a Ghurch and Cemeiery 3t Falewmo, so it would agpear that about that

e desds 6f lans began to be registered in Halton wouniy, Posb Officed alzo came
into belng about that time; The firat Podl Uffice in Halton was zt Poste Cornera
1bout foud mlles —aet of Palermo dn 1820, | The second Pagt 0rTice in Halton Sounty
wns called Bannahsville after the wife of Caleb Hopldis, P,

The:Trustees of thes new Churéh property were David Pitcher,; Isase Van-
ornan, Jobn Hastedo; David Griffin, oses Melay, C, Oriffin and Justin W, Williams,
ere Wire two conpgrégations of Eethodlsts Sn She aves. The Episvopal Ghurch, wherae
~he presant Chursh now stands. and = New Commection Ohurch had a stone Chureh at
Tuok's Corners nenr the foot of the W11, The WO congregations eventially S-oined
tarces, prchably st the time of the Mebhodiebh Unicn in 15881,

The firet Chureh wis a frame bullding which stood on what 18 =mow the park-
ing 1ot to bhe esst of the oresent Church,  Nothing seeme tc be known sbout when it
was Duilt or what eventually beceme of it. The pressst Chirck was bailt ia 1859,
and 50 Has beon dn constant Use for well over 100 years, They tuilt well in those
days, for the old church seems to be Just shout asz osood as sver,

The Nelson Church was served for marly gears from Waberdown and for a few

years frem Suplington wmtil in 1923 34 was united wWith Appleby to form a charge,
Then in 1957 1t was Joined with Palerms to fovm the Ned son-Palerms charge,
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gome of the mimisters who served the Church in esrlier days were 0,1, Poole,
R.A. Facey, 4.0, Foote, T.L. Wiliowson, J.B. Hockey, J,.H. Colline, Geo, FPebguson,
Geo, Riehardson, Wm, Hawie, Robert Burne, J.W, Holmes, W.0. Watson, Mr, Gray, John
Seoht, Mr. Jaffries, Mr, HeAllister, Some whoe Served as prebsticners wers W.E,
Pescott, Solomon Clegwer, by, White, W5, Seoti, M, ¥Wpight, Jowhn E, Hunter, Samusl
midwards, Mr, Smith, Mo, Muitart, After 1933 when Nelsoern was Joined te Appleby tha
minltatars ware R.D. Ellistt, E.H, Scmerville, J.F, Clugstom, R.F, Mercer and 300,
Breavley, Aiter Nelson-Palermo became a charee In 195%; the minister was Rew, HiT,
Wast until his untimely death in 1961, and since that tlme Hew, E.J. Adksn,

Bo-one cEl mesasure the love; loyalty and devetion thab has gone inte Lhe
gervices of this Chareh durisng the last 150 years - but It will be lareely lost if
we fail to build upon the foundations whtch have been lsid for us,

In 1959 the Christian Bdocabion Building weas bullt and dediecated, Thus we
iy outselyes for up Lo date servica din bthe KMngdon of God,
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